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 BOOK SUMMARY 

The Final Bear Hug is a continuation of the story in The Bear Hug.  The story 

begins with John James Czermak and his wife Margrit returning to their home in 

Arvada, Colorado, after spending almost three years in Vienna, Austria, where John 

worked for the International Atomic Energy Agency.  John is a world renowned 

scientist and contributor to the development of the neutron bomb and returns to his 

job as Manager of Plutonium Chemistry Research and Development at the Rocky 

Flats plant where triggers for nuclear weapons are made.  In Vienna Margrit was 

romantically involved with Andrei Pushkin, thought by the CIA to be a KGB 

agent.  Realizing the futility of their relationship, Andre and Margrit had on several 

occasions unsuccessfully attempted to terminate it.  But Andrei suffered continual, 

agonizing self-debasement and eventually left Vienna for Canada after faking his 

suicide. 

http://www.travelerscenturyclub.org/


Following their return to Colorado John and Margrit resumed a close, loving 

relationship that had been badly damaged in Vienna.  About this time John was 

recruited by Tim Smith of the CIA since John traveled to conferences around the 

world, and to Vienna and Moscow to have meetings with his Russian coauthors on 

a series of books they were writing.  Following more contacts with his Russian 

colleagues, John was informed that a background investigation had been conducted 

by the Department of Energy and the FBI.  This investigation resulted in John 

losing his security clearance. 

John was then granted a three-year leave of absence to teach in Australia.  Tim 

kept in contact with John and requested him to visit certain countries and find out if 

they might be producing nuclear weapons.  During his travels there are several 

attempts on his life.   After his return from his leave of absence he starts work in 

California.  There Andre surprisingly contacts Margrit trying to renew their love 

affair.  Margrit rejects him since she has a good relationship with John and tells 

Andre she might go with him if she was a widow or a divorcée.  This statement 

prompts Andre to try and kill John but instead he accidently kills Margrit.  Upon 

hearing the news of her death, he commits suicide and tells his son Alex in his 

dying breath that John had shot him. 

John wants to start a new life and leaves California for a teaching job at 

Clemson University in South Carolina, and even starts using his middle name.  

Andre’s son Alex joins James’s research group, and the story concludes during an 

expedition in Antarctica that Tim supports to see if a group of Argentinian scientists 

are passing nuclear weapon information to one of the Russian crew members. 

On the expedition Alex try’s to kill James, but later finds out that James did not 

kill his father.  On the last night of the voyage he meets James at the stern of the 

ship and he makes amends to James by giving him a bear hug.  That causes both of 

them to fall into the rough and freezing ocean never to be heard of again. 

  

 


