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The School of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Earth Sciences is pleased to announce a call for proposals
for the SERCEEES Grants program. The purpose of this program is to provide seed financial support for the
establishment, or expansion, of multidisciplinary research collaborations within the School’s faculty and/or between
the School’s faculty and other disciplines campus-wide. Grants will be awarded at the maximum level of $25,000;
a total of two awards are anticipated. The outcomes of a successful SERCEEES Grant are: i) development of a
strong foundation for ongoing multidisciplinary research collaborations among the grant participants after the end
of the grant, ii) development and submission of a full-fledged proposal for significant external research funding, and
iii) share collaborative work with SCEEES faculty to engage innovation and drive further idea generation.

SERCEEES Grant funding is intended to serve as a catalyst to move these projects to the point of a highly
competitive external proposal submission. By the nature of the targeted seed funding, both the SERCEEES Grant
proposal and the targeted external proposal must include at least one tenured or tenure-track faculty member from
either of the CE and EEES disciplines. This Tiger Grant Call for Proposals SERCEEES Round #5 seeks to
encourage multidisciplinary collaborations within the School’s faculty and/or between the School’s faculty and other
disciplines campus-wide. This eligibility criteria has been revised in response to feedback from department chairs,
as well as from input gathered via the School’s strategic plan survey.

The SERCEEES grant period of execution begins January 1, 2026 and ends December 31, 2026. Each awarded
grant is expected to result in the submission of an external research proposal of at least $300,000 no later than
December 31, 2027.

The SERCEEES Grant submission and review process will be coordinated by the School’s Research
Committee, with the assistance of other Subject-Matter-Experts, as needed, from across the University. The
proposal material will be similar in format to the standard TIGER Grant proposals, with simple boilerplate
information, a short and directed narrative, a proposed budget, and a project timeline. The submission is limited to
six pages, as follows: 1 cover page; 3 pages for the research description; and 2 pages for results/outcomes from
prior SERCEEES funding, references, timeline, budget, and budget justification. The timeline should identify at
least one targeted external funding program and the known or anticipated submission deadline for the program. In
addition, if the target external proposal requires a letter of intent or internal competition in order to submit a full
proposal, the SERCEEES Grant proposal narrative and timeline should include an alternative funding target
should the team not be selected for full proposal submission to the primary target. Each proposing team for a
SERCEEES Grant will also be required to make a brief (4 slides/15 minutes maximum) presentation to the
School’'s Research Committee on the vision and goals of the proposed effort and the specific expected outcomes.
The proposal should use the cover page template and budget form used for TIGER Grants, which can be _
downloaded at https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/research/proposal-development/tiger-grants/index.html.

Use of Funds:
The funds cannot be used to pay faculty salaries during the academic year or summer. Nor can they be used to
pay for a graduate assistantship stipend (other than an hourly assistantship) or a Tuition Waiver.

The SERCEEES Grant funds may be used for a variety of activities including (but not limited to):
Equipment or facility access to acquire key data;

Travel to engage program managers;

Travel to meet with collaborators from other institutions to work on proposal planning;
Hiring of proposal development staff or consultants;

Graduate hourly assistantship.


https://www.clemson.edu/cecas/research/proposal-development/tiger-grants/index.html

Funds for an awarded SERCEEES Grant will be made available to the Pl via an individual account maintained at
the School level, with no F&A or Tuition Waiver costs. Cost-share by departments, such as additional funds,
instrumentation time, release time, staff or student support, is allowed but not required. If departmental cost-share
is being provided, please explain what is being provided in the budget justification section.

Deliverables required from Pl of awarded SERCEEES Grant

1) Afinal report submitted to the School’s Research Committee no later than March 31, 2027, which
summarizes the outcomes of the project.

2) Presentation of a seminar by the Pl or another team member on the research topic sometime during the
Fall’26 or Spring’27. The target audience should include School faculty and students.

3) Submission of a proposal for external research funding no later than December 31, 2027, per the terms noted
above.

Key dates:
e August 19, 2025 — Call for proposals emailed to all School faculty

October 30, 2025 — Signed proposals due by 4:30 p.m. Upload signed proposal here.

November 7, 2025 — Slide presentations (4 slides maximum) due by 4:30 p.m. Upload slides here.
November 18, 2025 — Research Committee notifies applicants of presentation schedule
November 21, 2025 — Oral presentations (four slides/15 minutes maximum)

December 2, 2025 — Faculty notified of funding decisions

January 1, 2026 — December 31, 2026 - Funds available



https://clemson.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cSWyzmrnDyGzUh0
https://clemson.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e99Iv4tO6LsiWs6

